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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING FUEL INJECTION OF AN
INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an apparatus and a
method for controlling fuel injection of an internal combus-
tion engine, and more particularly, to a technique of making
correction on a fuel injection quantity in accordance with an
intake air temperature (intake air density) in an internal
combustion engine of controlling a fuel injection quantity on
the basis of an intake air pressure.

(2) Related Art of the Invention

Conventionally, in an internal combustion engine of con-
trolling a fuel injection quantity on the basis of an intake air
pressure, a correction on fuel injection quantity has been
carried out in accordance with a change of an intake air
temperature (intake air density).

For example, Japanese Examined Patent Publication No.
3-12217 discloses a construction such that an intake air
temperature is detected by means of an intake air tempera-
ture sensor provided on the midway of an intake manifold;
a correction value for correcting a fuel injection quantity is
computed on the basis of the intake air temperature detected
by the intake air temperature sensor; the correction value is
corrected in accordance with an intake manifold temperature
to calculate the final correction value; and a basic fuel
injection quantity is corrected in accordance with an intake
air pressure.

However, according to the aforesaid method disclosed in
Japanese Examined Patent Publication No. 3-12217, in order
to precisely make correction in accordance with an intake air
temperature of a cylinder, a change ratio of the final cor-
rection value corresponding to the change of intake air
temperature needs to be adapted for each temperature of the
intake manifold. For this reason, there has arisen a problem
that the number of additional adaptation processes is much
required.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made taking the aforesaid
problem in the prior art into consideration. It is, therefore, an
object of the present invention to precisely make a correc-
tion on fuel injection quantity in accordance with an intake
air temperature without increasing the number of additional
adaptation processes.

To achieve the above object, the present invention pro-
vides an apparatus and a method for controlling a fuel
injection of an internal combustion engine, which computes
a deviation between an intake air temperature of an intake
manifold and a temperature of the intake manifold, estimates
an intake air temperature of a cylinder on the basis of the
deviation and the intake air temperature of the intake
manifold, and corrects a fuel injection quantity based on an
intake air pressure on the basis of the estimated result.

With the above construction of the present invention,
assuming that a temperature variation until an intake air
passed through a portion detecting an intake air temperature
is sucked in the cylinder, is generated in accordance with a
deviation between a detection value of the intake air tem-
perature and the temperature of the intake manifold, the
intake air temperature of the cylinder can be estimated.

The cylinder intake air temperature may be estimated on
the basis of an equation of TC=TA+HEXGIN (TW-TA) in
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2

a manner that when the intake air temperature detected in the
intake manifold is set as TA, the intake manifold temperature
is set as TW and the intake air temperature of the cylinder
is set as TC, a previously stored cylinder heat-transfer
coefficient HEXGIN is used.

With the above construction of the present invention,
assuming that the temperature varies by predetermined ratio
of the deviation between the intake manifold temperature
TW and the intake air temperature TA between the portion
where the intake air temperature is detected and the cylinder,
the cylinder intake air temperature TO can be computed.
Therefore, by matching only cylinder heat-transfer coeffi-
cient HEXGIN prescribing the predetermined ratio, it is
possible to estimate the cylinder intake air temperature
inclusive of the influence of the intake manifold tempera-
ture.

In order to set a correction value on the basis of the
cylinder intake air temperature estimated as described
above, a first correction amount may be computed on the
basis of a previously stored reference cylinder intake air
temperature and the estimated cylinder intake air
temperature, and thereafter, a finally second correction
amount may be computed on the basis of the first correction
amount and a previously stored adjustment coefficient.

With the above construction of the present invention, on
the basis of the previously stored reference cylinder intake
air temperature and the estimated cylinder intake air
temperature, a correction amount corresponding to the cur-
rent intake air temperature is set as the first correction
amount by making a correction amount required at the time
of the reference cylinder intake air temperature as a refer-
ence. Further, based on the first correction amount and a
previously stored adjustment coefficient, a second correction
amount for adjusting an error of the first correction amount
is computed, and then, the fuel injection quantity is cor-
rected on the basis of the second correction amount.

Preferably, the reference cylinder intake air temperature is
an intake air temperature of the cylinder which is computed
on the basis of the intake air temperature and intake mani-
fold temperature to be references.

With the above construction of the present invention, the
result estimated under the reference intake air temperature,
intake manifold temperature (reference environment) is pre-
viously stored as a reference cylinder intake air temperature.
And then, a correction amount corresponding to the current
environment condition is set as the first correction amount
on the basis of the reference intake air temperature, the
intake air temperature at this time, the cylinder intake air
temperature obtained from the detection result of the intake
manifold temperature by making the correction amount
required under the reference environment as a reference.

Preferably, the reference environment is a state that the
intake manifold temperature and the intake air temperature
are near to the normal temperature.

The operation of the first and second correction amounts
may be carried out in a manner that when the reference
cylinder intake air temperature is set as TTC, the estimated
cylinder intake air temperature is set as TC and the first
correction amount is set as KTA, an operation of the first
correction amount KTA is carried out on the basis of an
equation of KTA=TTC/TC, and that when the adjustment
coefficient is set as KCHOS and the second correction
amount is set as KTAHOS, an operation of the finally second
correction amount KTAHOS is carried out on the basis of an
equation of KTAHOS=KTA ([1.0-{(KTA-1.0)xKCHOS}].

With the above construction of the present invention, the
first correction amount KTA is computed as a ratio of the
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reference cylinder intake air temperature TTC and the esti-
mated cylinder intake air temperature TC. However, the
intake air temperature ratio and the required correction
amount ratio do not necessarily coincide with each other. For
this reason, by taking advantage of an operation of the
second correction amount KTAHOS, in the case where the
correction level by the first correction amount KTA becomes
greater (the absolute value of the deviation between KTA
and the value 1.0 becomes greater), the correction level is
made smaller so as to correspond to the actual correction
requirement.

Also, since the second correction amount KTAHOS is a
correction term to be multiplied to the fuel injection
quantity, when KTAHOS equals to 1.0, the correction is not
substantially made. If KTAHOS>1.0, an increase correction
is made; on the other hand, if KTAHOS<1.0, an decrease
correction is made.

The intake manifold temperature is representative of a
cooling water temperature of an internal combustion engine.

With the above construction of the present invention, the
cooling water temperature is regarded as nearly equaling to
the intake manifold temperature (the wall face temperature
of the intake air passage), and then, the change of the intake
air temperature after detected is estimated on the basis of the
cooling water temperature.

The other objects and features of the present invention
will be apparent from the description of an embodiment set
forth below, with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a system configuration diagram of an internal
combustion engine according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a control block diagram schematically showing
a fuel injection control according to the above embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart detailedly showing the fuel injection
quantity control according to the above embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a process for setting a
correction coefficient on the basis of an intake air tempera-
ture according to the above embodiment of the present
invention.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
below.

FIG. 1 is a system configuration diagram of an internal
combustion engine according to the embodiment. In an
internal combustion engine 1, an intake air passed through
an air cleaner 2 is adjusted by means of a throttle valve 3,
and then, is sucked in a cylinder. Further, the intake air is
mixed with a fuel injected by a fuel injection valve 4, and an
air-fuel mixture is formed. The formed air-fuel mixture is
ignited and burned by spark ignition of an ignition plug.

To a control unit 5 electronically controlling the fuel
injection valve 4, detection signals from various sensors are
input. The control unit 5 computes a fuel injection pulse
width (fuel injection quantity) by the fuel injection valve 4,
and then, outputs an injection pulse signal corresponding to
the pulse width to the fuel injection valve 4.

As these various sensors, there are provided an intake air
pressure sensor 6 (intake air pressure detecting device)
which detects an intake air pressure PB on a downstream

20

25

30

40

45

50

4

side of the throttle valve 3, an intake air temperature sensor
7 (intake air temperature detecting device) which detects an
intake air temperature TA at an intake manifold portion on
the downstream side of the throttle valve 3, a water tem-
perature sensor 8 which detects a cooling water temperature
TW of the engine 1, a rotation sensor 9 which detects a
rotational speed of the internal combustion engine 1, or the
like.

In this embodiment, the aforesaid cooling water tempera-
ture TW is regarded as an intake manifold temperature;
therefore, the water temperature sensor 8 is equivalent to an
intake manifold temperature detecting device.

The control unit 5 controls a fuel injection quantity of the
fuel injection valve 4 in a manner as shown in the control
block diagram of FIG. 2.

More specifically, an intake air temperature operating
device A computes an intake air temperature in a cylinder on
the basis of an intake air temperature TA detected by the
intake air temperature sensor 7 and a cooling water tem-
perature TW detected by the water temperature sensor 8.
And then, a correction amount operating device B computes
a correction amount for correcting a fuel injection quantity
on the basis of the computed intake air temperature of the
cylinder. A control device C computes a fuel injection
quantity on the basis of an intake air pressure detected by the
intake air pressure sensor 6; on the other hand, a fuel
injection correcting device D corrects the fuel injection
quantity on the basis of the correction amount computed by
the correction operating device B.

Next, the fuel injection control will be described below in
detail with reference to flowcharts shown in FIG. 3 and FIG.

4.

A routine shown in the flowchart of FIG. 3 is executed for
cach 10 ms. First, in step 1 (denoted by S1 in the drawing,
the same holds hereinafter), a basic fuel injection pulse
width (basic fuel injection quantity) Tp is computed accord-
ing to the following equation.

Tp=KCONDx(PB-PIEGR)xKTAHOSxKID

Where, KTAHOS is a correction coefficient (correction
amount) in response to an intake air temperature set in the
flowchart of FIG. 4 described later, and is used for correcting
the fuel injection quantity in accordance with density change
due to a change of the intake air temperature. Further,
KCOND is a constant, PIEGR is a residual gas pressure set
on the basis of the intake air pressure PB, engine rotational
speed and an atmosphere, and KID is a correction coefficient
in idling.

The operation process for computing the basic fuel injec-
tion pulse width (basic fuel injection quantity) Tp based on
the above correction coefficient KTAHOS corresponds to
the fuel injection quantity correcting device D.

In the next step S2, the final fuel injection pulse width
(fuel injection quantity) Ti is computed according to the
following equation on the basis of the basic fuel injection
pulse width (basic fuel injection quantity) Tp.

Ti=2xTe+TS
Te=TpxLMDxCOEFxKBLRC

Where, Ts is a correction for responding to a change of
ineffective fuel injection quantity by a battery voltage, and
the voltage correction portion Ts is added to an effective fuel
injection pulse width Te to compute the final fuel injection
pulse width (fuel injection quantity) Ti. The function of
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computing the final fuel injection pulse width (fuel injection
quantity) Ti corresponds to the control device C.

The effective fuel injection pulse width Te is computed in
a manner of correcting the basic fuel injection pulse width
(basic fuel injection quantity) Tp on the basis of an air-fuel
ratio feedback correction coefficient LMD, various correc-
tion coefficients COEF, an air-fuel ratio learning correction
coefficient KBLRC or the like.

The air-fuel ratio feedback correction coefficient LMD is
set so that an air-fuel ratio of burning air-fuel mixture is
detected on the basis of oxygen concentration of exhaust gas
detected by an oxygen sensor (not shown) and the air-fuel
ratio approximates to a target air-fuel ratio. The air-fuel ratio
learning correction coefficient KBLRC is set by learning the
air-fuel ratio feedback correction coefficient LMD for each
driving region so that a target air-fuel ratio is obtained
without the correction coefficient LMD. Various correction
coefficients COEF are set inclusive of an increase correction
coefficient corresponding to water temperature, a starting
and after-starting increase coefficient, an acceleration
increase coefficient or the like.

Next, a process for setting the correction coefficient
KTAHOS (second correction amount) will be described in
detail with reference to the flowchart shown in FIG. 4.

Aroutine as shown in the flowchart FIG. 4 is executed for
each reference crank angle position REF. First, in step S11,
detection signals intake air temperature TA, cooling water
temperature TW and the like are read.

In the next step S12 (intake air temperature operating
device), an intake air temperature (absolute temperature) TC
of the cylinder is computed according to the following
equation with the use of a previously stored cylinder heat-
transfer coefficient HEXGIN.

TC=[TA+HEXGIN (TW-TA)]+273° K

More specifically, assuming that an intake air passed
through the portion where the intake air temperature sensor
7 is located changes in temperature in accordance with a
deviation between the intake air temperature TA (equivalent
to outer air temperature) detected the intake air temperature
sensor 7 and the cooling water temperature TW which is a
temperature corresponding to the intake manifold
temperature, and then, is sucked in the cylinder, the intake
air temperature of the cylinder is estimated. In this case, the
greater the deviation between the intake air temperature TA
and the cooling water temperature TW becomes, the greater
the temperature variation (transfer of heat quantity) until the
intake air is sucked into the cylinder from the intake air
temperature sensor 7 becomes. Therefore, detection result
by the intake air temperature sensor 7 is further greatly
corrected.

Since the intake air temperature of the cylinder is esti-
mated according to the above equation, by adapting only
cylinder heat-transfer coefficient HEXGIN, it is possible to
readily execute an estimation control for the intake air
temperature of the cylinder.

In step S13 (first correction amount operating device), a
first correction amount coefficient (first correction amount)
KTA is computed according to the following equation on the
basis of the estimated intake air temperature (absolute
temperature) TC of the cylinder.

KTA=TTC/TC

Where, TTC is a cylinder intake air temperature
(reference cylinder intake air temperature) under previously
stored reference environment. Preferably, the reference
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environment is set as a normal environment condition such
that the cooling water temperature TW is 80 to 90° C. and
the intake air temperature TA is 20 to 25° C., for example.
The TTC is an estimated temperature when substituting a
parameter of the reference environment condition for the
equation of TC=[TA+HEXGIN (TW-TA)]+273° K.
Therefore, in the case of the same condition as the reference
environment, the computed correction coefficient KTA is
1.0.

In the operation of the fuel injection quantity, matching of
the constant KCOND is carried out on the basis of the
reference environment. Under such reference environment,
the correction coefficient KTA is set to 1.0, whereby the
operation for fuel injection quantity corresponding to the
actual air density is carried out.

In the case where the environmental condition is different
from the reference environment, that is, in the case where the
intake air temperature TA and the cooling water temperature
TW are different from those of the reference environment,
the correction coefficient KTA is set in accordance with a
ratio of the reference intake air temperature and the esti-
mated intake air temperature. If the environmental condition
transfers to the side where the intake air temperature of the
cylinder becomes lower, the operation is carried out for the
correction coefficient KTA which exceeds the value 1.0 for
fuel injection increase correction. On the other hand, the
environmental condition transfers to the side where the
intake air temperature of the cylinder becomes higher, the
operation is carried out for the correction coefficient KTA
which is less than the value 1.0 for fuel injection decrease
correction.

Thereby, if the intake air temperature increases and
decreases with respect to the reference environment and the
air density changes in response to the increase and decrease,
the fuel injection quantity is corrected in accordance with
the air density at this time.

In step S14 (second correction amount operating device),
the final correction coefficient KTAHOS (second correction
amount) is computed according to the following equation on
the basis of the aforesaid first correction coefficient (first
correction amount) KTA and a previously stored air density
fine adjustment coefficient KCHOS.

KTAHOS=KTAX[1.0-{(KTA-1.0)xKCHOS}]

According to the above equation, if the first correction
coefficient KTA becomes greater than 1.0 which is the value
under the reference environment, the correction coefficient
KTA is adjusted so as to greater decrease. On the other hand,
if the first correction coefficient KTA becomes smaller than
1.0, the correction coefficient KTA is adjusted so as to
increase. Thus, the adjusted result is computed as the final
correction coefficient KTAHOS (second correction amount).

The first correction coefficient KTA computed from the
above equation KTA=TTC/TC changes in proportion to a
change of the estimated intake air temperature TC. However,
the actual correction requirement is smaller than the above
proportional change. In view of such circumstances, in the
case where a correction level by the first correction amount
KTA becomes greater (the absolute value of the deviation
between KTA and the value 1.0 becomes greater), the
correction level is made small so as to correspond to the
actual correction requirement. In other words, the error in
the operation for the cylinder intake air temperature
(absolute temperature) TC is corrected with use of the air
density fine adjustment coefficient KCHOS.

The function as described in the above steps S13 and S14
is equivalent to the correction amount operating device, and









