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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR
CONTROLLING AN INTERNAL
COMBUSTION ENGINE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH OPERATING PARAMETERS

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention is based on a method as well as a
device for controlling an internal combustion engine as a
function of performance characteristics, such as air filling,
engine speed, engine temperature and intake air temperature.
As far as the intake air temperature in particular is
concerned, it has a number of effects on the behavior of the
internal combustion engine. With otherwise identical ambi-
ent conditions, a higher intake air temperature produces
effects including a higher knock tendency, improved evapo-
ration of the fuels, reduced wall film formation of the fuels
on the interior walls of the intake manifold as well as a
reduction of the volume of air taken in and accordingly of
the quantity of fuel required. Against this background,
modern controls for internal combustion engines condition
the intake air temperature, for which an appropriate sensor
is inevitably required.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

German Patent No. 44 35 419 Al, which relates to a
“control system for proportioning the fuel of an internal
combustion engine” and in which the intake air temperature
value is used among other things for the determination of a
warm start case, may be pointed out as exemplary of the
extensive conventional methods in connection with the use
of a signal of the intake air temperature in the context of the
control of an internal combustion engine.

Primarily reasons relating to space requirements in the
area of the internal combustion engine are the reason that
sensors for the intake air temperature are usually not
mounted in the immediate vicinity of the internal combus-
tion engine but rather, for example, in the air filter housing,
in a mass air flow meter, in the throttle valve connector or
in combination with an intake manifold pressure sensor. The
temperature measured with these sensors does not then
correspond to the actual intake temperature in the vicinity of
the intake valve which is relevant to the operation of the
internal combustion engine when the intake air can become
heated on the warm walls of the intake manifold on its path
to the internal combustion engine. In internal combustion
engines with exhaust gas recirculation, there is the addi-
tional heating of the intake air by an admixture of the hot
exhaust gas.

It has now been shown that it is not always possible to
obtain optimal results in relation to the influence of the
intake air temperature with the conventional systems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to specify a method
as well as a device to make possible a determination of the
intake air temperature which is relevant to the control of the
internal combustion engine.

The present invention makes it possible to model the
intake air temperature of an internal combustion engine in
the vicinity of the intake valves by approximation. The basis
for this is measurement of the intake air temperature
upstream in the intake path, the heating of the intake air in
the intake manifold on its way to the intake valves being
additionally taken into account. In the case of exhaust gas
recirculation, its contribution to the heating of the intake air
is additionally included.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an internal combustion engine with an
intake manifold and an exhaust pipe.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a signal processing for
a formation of a corrected value of an intake air temperature.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of the signal processing for
the formation of a value of a mean temperature of the intake
manifold.

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of the signal processing for
the formation of the corrected value of the intake air
temperature with an exhaust gas recirculation.

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of the signal processing for
the formation of a value of the temperature of a recirculated
exhaust gas.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an overview of an internal combustion
engine together with the intake manifold and exhaust pipe.
The internal combustion engine itself is identified as 10 and
one of the cylinders or combustion chambers as 11. The
bottom of the combustion chamber is limited by a piston 12
and the top is limited by at least an intake valve 13 and an
exhaust valve 14. In this connection, intake valve 13 forms
the downstream end of an intake manifold 15 in which a
throttle valve 16 is arranged further upstream. An exhaust
pipe 17 is drawn in on the output side of the internal
combustion engine. A connecting line 18 between exhaust
pipe 17 and intake manifold 15 makes exhaust gas recircu-
lation possible, whose volume is adjustable via a control-
lable valve which is not shown here.

To describe and explain the present invention temperature
values are additionally entered in FIG. 1. Thus the intake air
temperature before throttle valve 16 has a value identified as
TANS; after the throttle valve, it has a value T1. The mean
temperature of the intake manifold is identified as TWS. In
the immediate area of input valve 13, the intake temperature
has the value TANSK, which corresponds to a corrected
intake air temperature value. After the exhaust valve, the
exhaust gases have an exhaust gas temperature TAbgas.
Finally, an additional value for the recirculated exhaust gas
is drawn in in the area of the opening of exhaust gas
recirculation line 18 into intake manifold 15 as TAGR.

An object of the present invention is to specify a value for
the corrected intake air temperature TANSK on the basis of
available measured and control values. This purpose is
served by signal processing as indicated in a block diagram
in FIG. 2. Values for intake air temperature TANS (block
20), mean intake manifold temperature TWS (block 21) and
the air volume (block 22) are supplied at the input side in this
representation of FIG. 2. The signal of the corrected intake
air temperature TANSK is available at an output 23.

The corrected value of the intake air temperature TANSK
is formed according to the formula

TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*f
in which

TANSK=corrected value of the intake air temperature,

Tl=value (TANS) of the intake air temperature remote

from the internal combustion engine determined by
calculation or measured,

TWS=value of the mean temperature of the intake mani-

fold and

f=weighting factor ranging from 0 to 1.

To supply the corrected value of intake air temperature
TANSK, according to FIG. 2, signal T1 or TANS arrives at
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a summing point 24, whose second input receives the output
signal supplied by a multiplication point 25. For its part, this
multiplication point 25 receives a differential value between
the value of the mean temperature of intake manifold TWS
and the value TANS or T1. At the second input of multipli-
cation point 25, output signal f of a characteristic 26 is
supplied, whose input variable is air volume (22).

Supplementary to this or as an alternative, the output
signal of a characteristic map 27 can be supplied to multi-
plication point 25, the input variables of the characteristic
map being signals for engine speed and load (28, 29).

A comparison of the representation of FIG. 2 with the
formula indicated above makes it clear that weighting factor
f is formed on the basis of signals for air volume 22 and/or
engine speed 28 as well as load 29.

It is essential for this weighting factor f to be a function
of performance characteristics, these performance charac-
teristics being characteristic of the air flow to the internal
combustion engine. In this sense, a signal in relation to the
throttle valve angle as well as the pressure in the intake
manifold, for example, could be used as well.

The block diagram of the signal processing of FIG. 2
requires the knowledge of the mean temperature value of
intake manifold TWS. FIG. 3 shows a possibility for the
formation of a corresponding temperature value based on
various input variables. In this connection, the elements
known from FIG. 2 are provided with the reference numbers
already used there. A sensor for the temperature of the
internal combustion engine TMOT is identified as 30. A
signal T1 is supplied via block 31. In this connection, T1
corresponds to intake air temperature TANS in cases in
which no exhaust gas circulation occurs. With a view to a
general representation, however, this signal value T1 was
shown separately in FIG. 3. A signal relating to vehicle
speed is supplied via a sensor 32.

The output signals from blocks 20 and 31 are each
supplied to a multiplication point 34 and 35, respectively.
On the output side, these two multiplication points 34 and 35
are connected to an addition point 36, to which signal TMOT
is also supplied. The composite signal formed represents the
enumerator in an adjoining division point 37, whose output
via a low pass 38 in turn ultimately corresponds to output
signal TWS as the mean temperature of the intake manifold.

Vehicle speed signal 32 arrives at a characteristic 40,
whose output is connected to both multiplication point 34, as
well as an addition point 41, which in turn supplies the
denominator signal for division point 37. Correspondingly,
a characteristic 43 follows block 22 for the representation of
an air volume signal, the output of the characteristic forming
the second signal of multiplication point 35 and also being
supplied to addition point 41. A constant value from a
constant value memory 44 is additionally supplied to this
addition point. Finally, an additional characteristic 45 is
provided which receives air volume signal 22 as its input
signal and determines the time constant of the filter or low
pass 38 on the output side.

The combined circuitry shown in FIG. 3 can be expressed
by the following formula:

TWS(unfiltered)=(TMOT+TANS*K1)/(1+K2)

where
TMOT=internal combustion engine temperature, water
temperature
TANS=measured value of the intake air temperature
remote from the internal combustion engine
Kl=characteristic value as a function of vehicle speed
and/or air volume
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K2=characteristic value as a function of vehicle speed and
air volume (FIG. 3).

FIG. 4 corresponds largely with the representation of FIG.
2 with the difference that the influences in connection with
exhaust gas recirculation are additionally included. Accord-
ing to this representation, T1 is obtained as the air intake
temperature value T1 remote from the internal combustion
engine which is determined by calculation as

T1=TANS+AGR rate*(TAGR-TANS)

in which

AGR rate=the rate of the recirculated exhaust gas and

TAGR=the temperature of the recirculated exhaust gas.

To form the signal value for T1, a value for the tempera-
ture of the recirculated exhaust gas TAGR (block 50) and a
rate for the recirculated exhaust gas (AGR rate 51) are
processed as input variables. In a subtraction point 52, the
difference between the temperature values of the recircu-
lated exhaust gas and the intake air temperature is formed
and subsequently multiplied with the exhaust gas recircula-
tion rate in a multiplication point 53. The sum of the output
signals of multiplication point 53 and of the intake air
temperature then forms temperature value T1 for the intake
air-exhaust gas mixture downstream of throttle valve 16 in
the area of the opening point of exhaust gas recirculation
pipe 18 into intake manifold 15.

The temperature signal required for the recirculated
exhaust gas in connection with the signal processing of FIG.
4 can be formed from various measured or calculated
variables corresponding to the block diagram of FIG. 5.
Thus the temperature value of the recirculated exhaust gas
according to FIG. 5 is obtained as a low pass filtered signal
as a function of the values for intake air temperature, engine
speed, load and the volume of the recirculated exhaust gas
(AGR volume). A control signal for the actuator in the
exhaust gas recirculation line which processes as a function
of performance characteristics may serve, for example, as a
measure of this.

According to FIG. 5, an estimated value for the exhaust
gas temperature TAbgas downstream of exhaust valves 14 is
formed based on the signals for engine speed and load (28,
29) via a characteristic map 55. The difference between the
value TAbgas and intake air temperature TANS is deter-
mined in a difference forming point 56; it is subsequently
multiplied with a weighting factor in multiplication point 57
and arrives at an addition point 58 together with a value for
intake air temperature TANS. On the output side, addition
point 58 is connected to the input of a downstream filter 59
which may be formed, for example, as a low pass and
ultimately supplies a signal value for the temperature of the
recirculated exhaust gas (TAbgas). To take into account of
the volume of the recirculated exhaust gas on the tempera-
ture of the recirculated exhaust gas, the value of the AGR
volume is guided via one characteristic 61 and 62 each to
multiplication point 57 and to filter 59, respectively, to
influence the filter constant of filter 59.

The signal representation of the individual figures makes
it clear that the basic idea of the present invention is to
specify a method and a device for the approximate deter-
mination of the temperature of the intake air in the vicinity
of the intake valves, the thermal time constant of the intake
manifold being taken into account as well as the influence of
an external exhaust gas recirculation.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling an internal combustion
engine, comprising the steps of:
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determining, using one of a calculation procedure and a
measurement procedure, a value of an intake air tem-
perature remote from the internal combustion engine;

determining a corrected value of the intake air tempera-
ture according to the following formula:

TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*f

wherein TANSK is the corrected value, T1 is the value
of the intake air temperature, TWS is a mean tem-
perature value of an intake manifold, and f is a
weighting factor ranging between 0 and 1; and
controlling the internal combustion engine as a function
of performance characteristics which include the cor-
rected value.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the perfor-
mance characteristics include a load, an engine speed, a
temperature of the internal combustion engine and the intake
air temperature.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
the step of:

determining the weighting factor as a function of the

performance characteristics.

4. The method according to claim 3, further comprising
the step of:

determining the weighting factor as a function of an air

flow volume in the intake manifold.

5. The method according to claim 3, further comprising
the step of:

determining the weighting factor as a function of an

engine speed and a load.

6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
the step of:

determining the mean temperature value of the intake

manifold as a function of a weighted mean of a tem-
perature of the internal combustion engine and a mea-
sured value of the intake air temperature.

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising
the step of:

determining the weighted mean as a function of the

performance characteristics.

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the perfor-
mance characteristics include one of a load and an intake air
volume.

9. A device for controlling an internal combustion engine,
comprising:

a controller determining a corrected value of an intake air

temperature using the following formula:

TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*f

wherein TANSK is the corrected value, T1 is a value of
the intake air temperature remote from the internal
combustion engine which is determined using one of
a calculation procedure and a measurement
procedure, TWS is a value of a mean temperature of
an intake manifold, and f is a weighting factor
ranging between 0 and 1,
wherein the controller controls internal combustion
engine as a function of the corrected value.
10. A method for controlling an internal combustion
engine, comprising the steps of:
determining, using one of a calculation procedure and a
measurement procedure, a value of an intake air tem-
perature remote from the internal combustion engine;
determining a corrected value of the intake air tempera-
ture according to the following formula:
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TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*f,

wherein TANSK is the corrected value, T1 is the value
of the intake air temperature, TWS is a mean tem-
perature value of an intake manifold, and f is a
weighting factor ranging between 0 and 1;
controlling the internal combustion engine as a function
of performance characteristics which include the cor-
rected value;
determining the mean temperature value of the intake
manifold as a function of a weighted mean of a tem-
perature of the internal combustion engine and the
measured value of the intake air temperature; and
determining the weighted mean as a function of the
performance characteristics, wherein the performance
characteristics include a vehicle speed.
11. A method for controlling an internal combustion
engine, comprising the steps of:
determining, using one of a calculation procedure and a
measurement procedure, a value of an intake air tem-
perature remote from the internal combustion engine;
determining a corrected value of the intake air tempera-
ture according to the following formula:

15
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TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*f

wherein TANSK is the corrected value, T1 is the value
of the intake air temperature, TWS is a mean tem-
perature value of an intake manifold, and f is a
weighting factor ranging between 0 and 1;
controlling the internal combustion engine as a function
of performance characteristics which include the cor-
rected value;
determining the mean temperature value of the intake
manifold as a function of a weighted mean of a tem-
perature of the internal combustion engine and the
measured value of the intake air temperature;
determining a first characteristic value as a function of at
least one of a vehicle speed and an air volume;
determining a second characteristic value as a function of
the vehicle speed and the air volume; and
determining the mean temperature value of the intake
manifold according to the formula:

35
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TWS=(TMOT+TANS*K1)/(14K2),

wherein TMOT is the temperature of the internal com-
bustion engine, TANS is the measured value of the
intake air temperature, K1 is the first characteristic
value, and K2 is the second characteristic value.
12. A method for controlling an internal combustion
engine, comprising the steps of:
determining, using one of a calculation procedure and a
measurement procedure, a value of an intake air tem-
perature remote from the internal combustion engine;
determining a corrected value of the intake air tempera-
ture according to the following formula:

50

TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*},
60
wherein TANSK is the corrected value, T1 is the value
of the intake air temperature, TWS is a mean tem-
perature value of an intake manifold, and f is a
weighting factor ranging between 0 and 1;
controlling the internal combustion engine as a function
of performance characteristics which include the cor-
rected value; and
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determining the mean temperature value of the intake
manifold using a filter time constant and a performance
characteristic-dependent time constant.

13. A method for controlling an internal combustion

engine, comprising the steps of:

determining, using one of a calculation procedure and a
measurement procedure, a value of an intake air tem-
perature remote from the internal combustion engine;

determining a corrected value of the intake air tempera-
ture according to the following formula:

TANSK=T1+(TWS-T1)*f

wherein TANSK is the corrected value, T1 is the value
of the intake air temperature, TWS is a mean tem-
perature value of an intake manifold, and f is a
weighting factor ranging between 0 and 1;
controlling the internal combustion engine as a function
of performance characteristics which include the cor-
rected value; and

8

determining the value of the intake air temperature
according to the following formula:

T1=TANS+AGR rate*(TAGR-TANS),

wherein AGR rate is a rate of a recirculated exhaust gas
and TAGR is a temperature of the recirculated
exhaust gas.
14. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
the steps of:
estimating the temperature of the recirculated exhaust gas
as a function of a low pass-filtered weighted mean of
the exhaust gas temperature and the measured value of
the intake air temperature; and
determining the weighting factor and a filter time constant
as a function of a gas flow rate in an exhaust gas
recirculation line.



